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By Adeshina Emmanuel
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The New Jersey congress-
man who sponsored the Trafficking Victims 
and Protection Act of 2000 said the State De-
partment rankings of three Asian countries’ 
efforts to fight human trafficking gives them a 
“free pass” and “puts additional children and 
women at risk.”

“This year the administration missed the 
opportunity to press India and China, both 
of which are facing a trafficking explosion of 
historic proportions because of the loss of 
100 million girls from their countries, largely 
to sex-selective abortion,” said Rep. Chris 
Smith, R-N.J.

N.J. rep ticked by lax report on human trafficking

By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

CLEVELAND —  Economic 
globalization has meant that 
the U.S. bishops’ 1986 vision 
that moral principles guide 
economic decisions so that 
each person has the basic 
necessities of life remains an 
elusive goal in rapidly changing 
world, a Jesuit priest said at 
a session during the Catholic 
Theological Society of Ameri-
ca’s annual convention.

Father David Hollenbach, 
director of the Center for Hu-
man Rights and International 
Justice at Boston College, 
told about 40 people that the 
world’s economy has been 
altered by globalization and 
poses far different challenges 
than the bishops envisioned 
in their 24-year-old pastoral 
letter, “Economic Justice for 
All.”

“This challenge remains 
as demanding and contro-
versial today as it was when 
the (bishops’) document first 
appeared,” Father Hollenbach 
said June 12.

The Jesuit’s remarks were 
made during the first of three 
annual discussions sponsored 
by the CTSA related to the let-
ter’s 25th anniversary in 2011. 
Future programs examining 
the pastoral letter will occur 
at the 2011 and 2012 CTSA 
conventions.

Although Father Hollenbach 
credited the development of 
global markets for the decline 
in the overall number of people 
worldwide living in extreme 
poverty from 1.9 billion in 
1981 to 1.4 billion in 2005, 
such progress has been felt 
in far too few countries. He 
expressed particular concern 
for countries of sub-Saharan 
Africa, where extreme poverty 
has remained unchanged for 
decades.

Extreme poverty is defined 
as living on less than $1.25 a 
day.

The priest cited aid pro-
grams introduced by financial 
institutions such as the World 
Bank that were intended to lift 
people out of their dire condi-
tion but likely contributed 
to growing poverty in some 
developing nations. He said 
some of the programs led to an 
interdependence that boosted 
“inequality, domination and 
oppression.”

“In the face of differing as-
pects of globalization, one of 
the chief contributions of the 
church’s ministry today will 
be to support movement … 
to patterns based on equality, 
reciprocity and solidarity,” 
he said.

1986 COVER OF ‘ECONOMIC JUSTICE FOR ALL: PASTORAL 
LETTER ON CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING AND THE U.S. 
ECONOMY’ — This is the cover of “Economic Justice for 
All: Pastoral Letter on Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. 
Economy,” which was approved by the U.S. bishops in 1986. 
The Catholic Theological Society of America has begun 
exploring how the pastoral letter has fared in the years since 
its release. (CNS file photo)

Theologians reassess 1986 economic pastoral
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EXPERIENCED OTR
DRIVERS WANTED!!
For Boise-based 48 state trucking company

   • Choose 48 states, 11 western,       
 dedicated or casual
   • Full benefits including Medical,   
 Dental and matching 401k
   • Family-owned business

Call Bob at 208.386.9446, ext 12
or visit us at:

www.cargoexpressid.com

WWW.CATHOLICIDAHO.ORG Visit 
the website for the Diocese of Boise 
for Parish Mass times, phone and  fax 
numbers, E-mail addresses, and much, 
much more. 

CLOVERDALE BURIAL PLOTS - Six 
Cloverdale cemetery burial plots for 
sale. 1,2,3,4 in Section 167 in 10 Valley 
View. 3,4 in Section 168 in 10 Valley 
View. $1700 each. Contact: Carvel 
Lincoln, (972)686-2912. carvelg2@
aol.com.

Wanted - Good, Clean and Cheap 
Reliable Car, for College Student. Or 
Cash for your 'Not a Clunker! Possibly 
from person who may not be driving 
anymore? Please call 208-871-2969

SORORITY HOUSE DIRECTOR - 
Position open for University of Idaho 
sorority house director beginning Aug. 
1, 2010. Responsibilities include: live 
in the sorority house fulltime, super-
vise and coordinate all maintenance, 
repairs and all facility personnel. 
Organize and delegate food service, 
meal planning & budget responsibility 
on a daily basis. Work with sorority 
chapter officers closely to run house 
cohesively. Salary DOE, health insur-
ance stipend, summers off. Facility is 
alcohol, smoke and pet-free. Looking 
to fill position quickly with qualified 
candidate. If interested or need more 
info, please contact Mollie Wollmuth 
at (509) 540-7520.

Marketing & Communications Man-
ager for the Monastery of St. Gertrude 
in Cottonwood, ID. Full-time; benefits; 
on-site. Responsible for production 
of marketing, communications and 
public relations materials and media 
for monastery and its ministries in 
collaboration with graphic designer/
web developer. Requires outstanding 
verbal and written communication 
skills including journalism, copy writing 
and editing; photography, MS Office, 
basic design skills; supervisory skills. 
Submit resume and work samples to 
Development Dept., 465 Keuterville 
Rd., Cottonwood, ID 83522, 208-962-
5062, mbyers@stgertrudes.org; www.
stgertrudes.org

The Diocese of Boise is serious 
aBouT helping vicTims of 

sexual misconDucT 

If you or someone you know has been abused 
by clergy, diocesan employees or volunteers 

- past or present - 
call the following number:

Dr. Bob Fontaine
(208) 342-1311

“Inclusion of those being 
excluded from the benefits of 
global markets and assistance 
to those negatively affected 
by these markets are require-
ments of justice,” he added.

Father Hollenbach also 
called for public and private 
aid programs that aim to in-
crease the participation of the 
poor in both economic and 
political life.

During the same program, 
Daniel K. Finn, professor of 
economics and theology at 
St. John University in Col-
legeville, Minn., reported on 
the True Wealth of Nations 
Project, which is examining 
the boundary between theol-
ogy and economics by involv-
ing theologians, economists, 
social scientists and people 
studying the humanities.

He discussed how the con-
versation has evolved since the 

project was introduced by the 
Institute for Advanced Catholic 
Studies at the University of 
Southern California several 
years ago. He also explained 
how a conflict arises between 
economists who focus on data 
that measure wealth and theo-
logians who readily discuss 
less quantifiable characteris-
tics associated with people’s 
well-being.

To bridge the gap, the proj-
ect has focused on the notion 
of prosperity, which includes 
wealth but also broadens the 
discussion to include other 
aspects of life such as living 
conditions, education and 
health, Finn said.

Catholic social teaching and 
its emphasis on the common 
good has played a significant 
role in the discussions, Finn 
noted. The effort has consid-
ered how church teaching pro-

vides insight into the minimum 
conditions necessary for hu-
man life to flourish, he said.

“Out of this framework then 
comes an explanation for why 
Catholic social thought so 
often includes a ‘both/and’ 
designation,” Finn said.

“It relies on the private 
sector but also on govern-
ment as agents of develop-
ment. It encourages freedom 
of enterprise and private 
initiative and yet calls for 
safeguards to protect the in-
terests of workers, consum-
ers and the earth. It praises 
both market and nonmarket 
mechanism for allocating re-
sources within the economy,” 
he continued.

The project’s next activity 
is a conference co-sponsored 
by the Pontifical Council for 
Justice and Peace in October 
in Rome. It will examine Pope 

Benedict XVI’s 2009 encyclical 
Caritas in Veritate (“Charity 
in Truth”) along with the U.S. 
bishops’ 1984 statement, “We 
want to make the legacy of 
Christian social thought a liv-
ing, growing resource that can 
inspire hope and help shape 
the future.”

Responding to Father Hol-
lenbach and Finn, Jaime Vid-
aurrazaga, assistant professor 
of religious studies at Emman-
uel College in Boston, said the 
True Wealth of Nations Project 
is correct in stating that “the 
economic and cultural criteria 
identified in Catholic social 
teaching provide an effective 
path to sustainable prosperity 
for all.”

Keeping pace with rapid 
changes in the globalized 
economy is crucial for keeping 
“our prophetic word grounded 
in reality,” he added.

Smith was the prime sponsor of the Traffick-
ing Victims and Protection Act of 2000, which 
spurred increased penalties against traffickers 
and provided victims with assistance.

Smith said there is solid evidence that Viet-
nam is a source country for labor trafficking 
and that “Vietnam has intimidated, harassed 
and threatened family members and repatriated 
victims who filed petitions to request investiga-
tion of the traffickers.”

The State Department’s 2010 Trafficking in 
Persons Report, released June 14, included as-
sessments and rankings of governments’ efforts 
to combat human trafficking. It also designated 
“special cases” - countries that are not ranked 
but have enormous trafficking issues for par-
ticular reasons, such as Haiti.


