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Cardinal opens meeting, lauding the priesthood

By Catholic News Service

BALTIMORE —Cardinal Fran-
cis E. George of Chicago contem-
plated a scenario of what the
church would look like without
priests in his presidential ad-
dress on the first day of the U.S.
bishops’ annual fall general as-
sembly in Baltimore Nov. 16-19.

He framed his remarks in the
context of the Year for Priests,
currentlybeing celebratedinthe
church through next June.

Without a priestly ministry
rooted in holy orders, he said,
the ministry of teaching about
the faith would fall primarily
to professors, “whose obliga-
tion is first to seek the truth
in the framework of their own
academic discipline and whose
authority to teach derives from
their professional expertise.”

On their first day, the bishops
also heard a report on health
care reform and reaffirmed as a
bodythestatement that Cardinal
George had made soon after
the House approved its version
of reform legislation Nov. 7, ex-
pressing the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ commitment
tokeep health reform legislation
in the Senate abortion-neutral.

Also on their first day, the
bishops heard a preliminary
presentation on the last several
items pertaining to a new trans-
lation of the Roman Missal. All

are part of a years-long process
of updating English translations
of the liturgical texts.

In his remarks, Cardinal
George said that without or-
dained priests, the “onlyinstance
ofreal governancein any society
would be that of civil and politi-
cal leaders,” he said, adding, “A
civil government has no right to
deprivethe churchoffreedomto
govern herself by her own laws
and under her own leaders.”

Without ordained priests,
he added, the role of spiritual
counseling would fall to thera-
pists—“dedicated totheir clients
and skilled in examining the
dynamics of human personality,
but without consideration of the
influence of God’s grace.” Also,
without ordained priests “the
church would be deprived of
the Eucharist, and her worship
would be centered only on the
praise and thanksgiving.”

Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli of
Paterson, N.J., chairman of the
Committee on Divine Worship,
introduced five liturgical trans-
lation items for formal consid-
eration. The translations of the
Proper of the Saints, the Roman
Missal Supplement, commons,
U.S.propersandU.S.adaptations
to the Roman Missal were to be
put to a vote Now. 17.

The bishops also heard pre-
liminary presentations on a
pastoral letter on marriage,

Catholic Charities USA wins award

By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Catholic
Charities USA, the national of-
fice for more than 1,700 local
Catholic Charities agencies
nationwide, won the 2009
Catholic Digest Love Your
Neighbor award and $5,000 to
put toward its mission.

“To us, each annual award
is an opportunity toilluminate
our church in action, to cele-
brate and express gratitude for
people ... who spend each day
making adifferenceinthelives

of others,” said Bret Thomas,
Catholic Digest publisher.

Boise Bishop Michael P.
Driscoll serves on the Board
of Trustees for Catholic Chari-
ties USA.

In announcing the award to
Catholic Charities in October,
Thomas said the work of the
agency will be featured in a
future issue of the magazine to
share its mission with Catho-
lic Digest readers. Previous
winners are profiled at www.
catholicdigest.com/section/
catholic-stories.
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Campus Ministry Office Assis-
tant St. Paul's Newman Center
seeks a highly motivated, ener-
getic office assistant to serve in
campus ministries at Boise State
University. The individual who fills
this position is responsible for pro-
viding administrative and clerical
support under the direction of the
Coordinator of Campus Ministries.
Interested individuals can secure
a job description and application
from Deacon Charles Skoro, St.
Paul’s Catholic Student Center,
1915 University Drive., Boise, ID
83706 or e-mail chuck@stpauls-
boise.org. Applications, resumes
and related information can be
submitted online. The deadline
for applications is November 27,
2009.

FOR SALE - JustCatholic.com, an
internet retail Catholic store for sale.
Started in 1999 and owner is retiring.
Call John Hart(208) 484-0459 or email:
JustCatholic@yahoo.com for details.

EXPERIENCED OTR
DRIVERS WANTED!!

For Boise-based 48 state trucking company

* Choose 48 states, 11 western,
dedicated or casual

* Full benefits including Medical,
Dental and matching 401k

* Family-owned business

Call Bob at 208.386.9446, ext 12
or visit us at:

www.cargoexpressid.com
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a statement on reproductive
technology,andrevisions to ethi-
cal and religious directives for
Catholichealth carefacilities that
would clarify that patients with
chronic conditions who are not
imminently dying shouldreceive
food and water by “medically
assisted” means if they cannot
take them normally.

The bishops also heard re-
ports on the activities of The
Catholic University of America
in Washington, and the bishops’
National Advisory Council.

Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan
of New Yorkdelivered areporton
the activities of Catholic Relief
Services, which included a four-
minute video. He praised CRS,
the U.S. bishops’ overseas relief
and development agency, for its
“life-saving work.”

The bishops also heard an
address from Archbishop Pietro
Sambi, the Vatican’snunciotothe
United States.

Theyvotedonmembersofthe
board of directors of both CRS
and the Catholic Legal Immigra-
tion Network; the results were
not immediately available.

During a break in the gen-
eral session, Archbishop Dolan
and Cardinal Justin Rigali of
Philadelphiaexchanged T-shirts
representing their respective
teams, the archbishop’s New
York Yankees and the cardinal’s
Phillies. The Yankees bested the
Phillies four games to two to
become the 2009 World Series
champions.

Before the start of the series,
the two prelates had placed a

CARDINAL ADDRESSES
BISHOPS—Cardinal FrancisE.
George of Chicago, president
of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, addresses
the bishops’ annual fall
meeting in Baltimore Nov. 16.
(CNS photo by Bob Roller)

friendly wager, with Archbishop
Dolan pledging to send a dozen
bagels to Cardinal Rigali if the
Phillies won and the cardinal
promising to send the arch-
bishop a box of Tastykakes, a
Philadelphiatreat, if the Yankees
won. The cardinal made good on
thewager and ArchbishopDolan

brought the Philadelphia snack
to share with the cardinal at the
Baltimore meeting.

On the second day of their
meeting, the bishops were to
vote not only on the Roman Mis-
sal items, but also the marriage
pastoral, therevisions totheethi-
cal and religious directives, and
the document on reproductive
technology, titled “Life-Giving
Love in an Age of Technology.”

The Idaho Catholic Register
went to press before the conclu-
sion of the second day.

They also were scheduled
to vote on a priority plan titled
“Deepen Faith, Nurture Hope,
Celebrate Life”; a series of “strat-
egy and operational plans” for
its offices and departments for
the next two years; a proposed
budgetfor 2010andthediocesan
assessment for 2011. They also
were to vote on USCCB commit-
tee chairmen.

The bishops also were slated
to hear a report on the Catholic
Campaign for Human Develop-
ment; a preliminary report from
the bishops’ Committee for Pro-
tection of Children and Young
Peopleonthecausesand context
study on clergy sexual abuse of
minors conducted by the John
Jay College of Criminal Justice;
and a report by the National
Religious Vocation Conference
on a recent study of religious
vocations.

Contributing to this story were
Patricia Zapor and Nancy Frazier
O’Brien in Baltimore and Mark
Fattison in Washington.
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