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U.S. PRESIDENT DELIVERS SPEECH IN CAIRO, EGYPT — U.S. 
President Barack Obama speaks in the Grand Hall of Cairo 
University in Egypt June 4. Obama told the world’s Muslims 
that violent extremists had exploited tensions between Muslims 
and the West. (CNS photo by Larry Downing, Reuters)

Vatican media laud Obama’s overture to Muslims 
By John Thavis

Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — U.S. 
President Barack Obama’s 
speech in Cairo, Egypt, was 
welcomed by Vatican media 
as a step toward peace and 
a new beginning in American 
relations with Muslims.

The Vatican spokesman, 
Jesuit Father Federico Lom-
bardi, said the June 4 speech 
was important not only for 
relations between the United 
States and Muslim countries 
but also for international 
peace. It brought “an element 
of hope” to the world hori-
zon, he said in a commentary 
on Vatican Radio June 6.

“The undeniable political 
weight of the United States is 
being employed with clarity 
toward objectives that are 
certainly crucial for peace 
in the world,” the spokes-
man said.

He cited several concerns 
touched upon in the speech 
by the U.S. president, includ-
ing an Israeli-Palestinian 
agreement, nuclear disar-
mament, religious freedom, 
democratic values, develop-
ment and women’s rights.

“These are openings to-
ward directions in which 
very many people of good 
will want to cooperate in 
order to find the right way 
for humanity, and which we 
hope can be a meeting ground 

HOST FAMILY NEEDED
Two brothers (ages 16yrs & 14yrs) from the Magic Valley will attend 
Bishop Kelly High School this coming school year and they need room & 
board. The 16 yr old will be a junior & is an A student who enjoys football, 
skiing & track. The 14 yr old will be a freshman, is an avid reader, & also 
enjoys football & skiing. If you can provide this for them or need more 
information, please call Tom or Teresa Zepeda, (208)324-5149 or email: 
thomzepe@bridgemail.com

Experienced OTR 
Drivers Wanted!!

• Choose 48 states, 11 western,         	
  dedicated or casual
• Full benefits including Medical, 	
  Dental and matching 401k
• Family-owned business

Call Erin at 208.386.9446, ext.12 
or visit us at:

www.cargoexpressid.com

For Boise-based 48 state 
trucking company

CLASSIFIED AD ORDER FORM
$4.50 for 3 lines (minimum)  25 characters per line. Spaces & punctua-

tion count. Additional lines: $1.50 Send check or money order with 
your ad copy. Ads are subject to the approval of the ICR publisher.
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IDAHO REGISTER CLASSIFIEDS

Natural Family Planning information, 
assistance or classes are available by 
contacting Michelle Koepl, Nezperce 
@ 937-2325.

COORDINATOR, YOUTH MINISTRY 
- All Saints Catholic Church, a parish 
of approximately 1,200 families, com-
bining three parishes in Lewiston, ID 
is seeking a full-time Coordinator of 
Youth Ministry to serve our middle and 
high school youth. We are looking for 
an energetic and faithful Catholic with 
a love for the Gospel and a passion 
for serve, someone who is committed 
to fostering the personal and spiritual 
development of our parish youth. Previ-
ous experience working with youth is 
preferred. Musical gifts and a relevant 
degree are pluses! Applicants please 
send resume and cover letter to: 
Youth Ministry Committe, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, 2015 13th Ave., Lewiston, ID 
83501. Deadline is June 1, 2009.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA REUNION - St. 
Rose of Lima in Ephrata, WA will be 
celebrating its 50th anniv. on Aug. 1. 
Looking for alumni, parents, faculty, 
staff from past 50 yrs. Contact Natalie 
@ (509)754-9457, claussen@donobi.
net. School website: www.saintrose-
school.org.

Have questions on a home loan? 
Purchase, refinance, debt consolida-
tion, reverse? Call Curtis Mangus 
for a free mortgage consultation. 25 
years mortgage experience and St. 
Mark’s parishioner. (208)412-3676. 
www.thelendingspot.com. $350 do-
nation to St. Mark’s Food Bank per 
closed loan.

RV FOR SALE - 2004 Wilderness, 30 ft. 
pop out, bumper pull. Good condition. 
$14,000 obo. Need to sell. Located in 
SW Idaho. Call (208)412-8167 for more 
info or appt. to see.

Vatican newspaper reaffirms support of U.S. bishops
By John Thavis

Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Vati-
can newspaper has again em-
phasized that when it comes 
to the Obama administration 
and pro-life issues, the Vati-
can and the U.S. bishops are 
in full agreement and that no 
compromise is possible on 
the right to life.

T h e  n e w s p a p e r , 
L’Osservatore Romano, said 
it was a mistake to view its 
press coverage of Obama – 
which has been positive on 
many issues – as evidence 
that the Vatican is following 
a “different strategy” than the 
U.S. bishops in dealing with 
the new administration.

The comments came in the 
newspaper’s June 5 edition, in 
an article criticizing the Obama 
administration’s restoration of 
federal funding for embryonic 
stem-cell research.

The newspaper appeared 
to be defending itself against 
accusations by some U.S. 
Catholic commentators that 
its editorial line was too soft 
on Obama.

In one of the latest cri-
tiques, Michael Novak, di-
rector of social and political 
studies at the American 
Enterprise Institute, wrote 
in National Review Online 
May 26 that L’Osservatore 
had “published glowing, 
star-struck, teenage praise 
of President Barack Obama” 
and “seems not to grasp the 
fundamental realities of abor-
tion politics in America.”

The Vatican newspaper 
said it wanted to underline 
that “in reporting on recent 
statements and initiatives of 
the president of the United 
States, L’Osservatore Romano 

for believers in God, creator 
and lover of peace,” Father 
Lombardi said.

The Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano, ran 
a front-page story June 4 on 
Obama’s speech earlier that 
day. The newspaper called it 
an effort to open “a new be-
ginning in relations between 
the United States and the 

Arab world.”
It said the president “went 

beyond political formulas, 
evoking concrete common 
interests in the name of a 
common humanity,” includ-
ing peace, security, educa-
tion, work, family life and 
religious values.

On the question of Iraq, 
the newspaper said, Obama 

“marked a break with the 
past” by citing the need for 
the United States to use diplo-
macy and international con-
sensus to solve problems.

Vatican Radio also re-
ported on the speech, saying 
that it “went beyond expecta-
tions” as a reconciliation ef-
fort with Muslim countries.

“The words pronounced at 
the University of Cairo are much 
more than an extended hand, 
but the foundation of a real 
common platform for launch-
ing what (Obama) defines as 
a new beginning in relations 
between the United States and 
the Middle East,” it said.

In an interview with Vati-
can Radio, Mario Scialoja, 
an official of the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Italy, said 
Obama’s speech signaled a 
change from the approach of 
the administration of former 
President George W. Bush. He 
said it was especially impor-
tant that Obama recognized 
Muslims as a part of Ameri-
can society and called Islam 
a religion of peace, citing 
verses from the Quran.

“It seems to me that Obama 
has touched the right chords 
in the hearts of Muslims and 
the entire world and that he 
has opened an era of more 
receptive and more frank 
dialogue between the United 
States and the Islamic world,” 
Scialoja said.

Several Christian leaders 

in the Middle East said they 
were generally impressed 
with Obama’s speech but 
wanted action to follow the 
president’s words.

“It’s a speech that has 
been needed for a long time, 
and the U.S. president had 
the courage to make it,” 
Chaldean Bishop Youssef 
Sarraf of Cairo told the Ital-
ian Catholic agency SIR. He 
expressed the hope that 
“Islam and the Arab world 
will know how to receive this 
extended hand.”

“It’s the beginning of a new 
process, a new era. Obama 
really wants to change things, 
and the image of the United 
States will benefit from it,” 
Bishop Sarraf said.

Archbishop Paul Dahdah, 
apostolic vicar of Beirut, 
Lebanon, said he hoped the 
speech would spur real initia-
tives aimed at resolving the 
“root of all problems in the 
region,” the Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict. “If that does not 
happen, the extended hand 
will not lead to any result,” 
he said.

Franciscan Father Pierbat-
tista Pizzaballa, head of the 
Franciscan Custody of the 
Holy Land, said Obama was 
sincere, determined and very 
balanced in his speech, con-
firming the U.S. relationship 
with Israel but signaling a 
change in strategy with the 
Arab world.

“This should give an impe-
tus to the search for a solu-
tion to the main problem, the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict,” 
he said.

He said it was important 
that Obama had recognized 
the potential role of the mili-
tant group Hamas in a future 
peace settlement, asking at 
the same time that Hamas 
recognize Israel.

has certainly not intended 
to express appreciation for 
his positions on questions 
of ethical importance.”

“Obviously the Holy See 
and L’Osservatore Romano 
have been, are and will be 
fully at the side of the U.S. 
bishops in their commitment 
in favor of the inviolability of 
human life in whatever stage 
of its existence,” it said.

The commentary said it 
would be wrong to interpret 
the newspaper’s articles 
as a sign that it viewed the 
U.S. bishops’ anti-abortion 
campaign as an exercise in 
partisan politics. Nor was the 
Vatican following a “different 
strategy” than that used by 
U.S. bishops when it came to 
the inherent evil of abortion, 
it said.

T h e  n e w s p a p e r  s a i d 
Obama has shown himself 
to be open to dialogue and 
that U.S. bishops have wel-
comed this possibility in a 
positive manner. However, 
in doing so, it said, “they 
have reaffirmed, and quite 
rightly, that in dialogue no 
compromise is ever possible 
on the fundamental question 
of the right to life.”

In May, a similar statement 
came from L’Osservatore 
editor Giovanni Maria Vian, 
who said: “It should be un-
derstood that L’Osservatore 
shares the same position as 
the American bishops who 
consider abortion a disas-
ter. It is always a necessary 
and decisive task, in fact, to 
promote a culture of life at 
every level.”

At the same time, Vian has 
said that, despite obvious dif-
ferences with the new admin-
istration on pro-life issues, 
he does not consider Obama 

a “pro-abortion president,” 
and his newspaper has em-
phasized Obama’s declared 
commitment to reducing the 
number of abortions.

The latest statement from 
L’Osservatore came at the end 
of an article that ran on an 

inside page. The same day, 
the newspaper published a 
front-page article giving good 
marks to Obama’s speech to 
the Arab world in Cairo.

Pope Benedict XVI and the 
president and expected to 
meet in July.


