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Outcomes for Evangelization 

• To understand evangelization as an essential mission of the 
Church and all baptized Christians. 

• Identify the key Church documents, such as Evangelization in 
the Modern World, Go and Make Disciples, etc. 

• Describe evangelization in a Catholic context. 

• Describe the relationship between evangelization and 
conversion.   

• Articulate the importance of sharing one’s faith with others.   



Opening Prayer 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had ordered them.  When they saw him, they worshiped, but they 
doubted.  Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, 

until the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28: 16-20 



Evangelization:  To 
preach the Gospel 

To live the faith of our 
baptism more openly and 

to share it more freely.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The word Evangelization sometimes raises uncomfortable images for Catholics.Especially here in the United States we hear the word evangelism and think of an individual response to enthusiastic preaching or a style of religion.  1st picture  We think of altar calls where people speak of Jesus as their personal Lord and savior, where they are “reborn” in Jesus.  We think of the term Jesus Freaks that became popular in the 1960’s and 70’s 2nd picture in which people followed what was known as the Jesus Movement.  We may still be suspicious of someone who wants to talk about Jesus all the time.  Most of us have experienced 3rd picture Jehovah Witness or Mormon Missionaries knocking on our door to try to convert us to their religion.  And although you don’t see them as often as in the past, the Tele-evangelists 4th picture whose primary message was collecting donations for their Ministry.  Even with all of these images the Catholic Church uses the term Evangelization because BulletAnd we are all called Bullet                              Next page…Even though the word Evangelization may make us uncomfortable, is means something special to us as Catholics.  We see what it means by experiencing what happens to people who have been evangelized.  They become brothers and sisters to Jesus and with the reception of the Holy Spirit, their lives are transformed into discipleship.  



“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  When he 
had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.  

While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in 
white garments stood beside them.  They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why are you standing there 

looking at the sky.” 
Acts 1: 8-11 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Christ commands us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth.  To proclaim his Good News to all people, everywhere and at all times.  After Christ promises the disciples that the Holy Spirit will come upon them, he ascends into heaven.  Instead of saying, OK Jesus here we go, they just stood there staring up at the sky.  It wasn’t until 2 men in white garments asked them, what are you looking at, why are you still standing here, go do what Jesus asked you to do.  How many times have we failed to be Christ’s witnesses to the world?  How many times have we forgotten that our Baptism, Confirmation and reception of the Eucharist gives us the grace we need to be disciples?  Do we just stare at the sky waiting to be inspired or do we bravely invite those around us to experience the love of Christ through the Church?  How often do we reach out to our friends and family members who either no longer feel welcome at the table of the Lord or have just put the practice of their faith on hold?  



Evangelizing means bringing the Good News of Jesus 
into every human situation and seeking to convert 
individuals and society by the divine power of the 

Gospel itself. 
Go and Make Disciples, USCCB 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The answers to these questions lies within the evangelizing mission of the Church.  Quote



Evangelization: An Historical Context 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From Scripture we know that Christ left his disciples with the command to Go and Make Disciples in all nations.  We read about these missionary efforts in the Letters of St. Paul and the stories of the Early Church in the Acts of the Apostles.  Throughout the history of the Church missionaries have gone to the far corners of the world to share the Good News and bring people to know the love of Christ.  For centuries, this has been something that someone “else” did.  When we think of missionaries, so often we think of the Maryknoll missionaries, both consecrated religious and lay, who have taken the message of Jesus around the globe.  We may think of the early French and Spanish Jesuit missionaries or Black Robes as they were called, who came to the New World to bring Christ to the Native peoples of North, Central and South America.  For the most part, most of these missionaries were affiliated with a variety of Religious Orders both men and women.  



Decree on the Apostolate of 
the Laity 

“The Church’s mission is concerned with the salvation of 
men; and men win salvation through the grace of Christ 
and faith in him.  The apostolate of the church therefore, 
and of each of its members, aims primarily at announcing 
to the world by word and action the message of Christ 
and communicating to it the grace of Christ.  The principal 
means of bringing this about is the ministry of the word 
and of the sacraments.  Committed in a special way to the 
clergy, it leaves room however for a highly important part 
for the laity, the part namely of “helping on the cause of 
truth”.  It is in this sphere most of all that the lay 
apostolate and the pastoral ministry complete each 
other.”       
     

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Catholic Church witnessed a “rebirth of the laity” in the decades leading up to Vatican II.  Many “Catholic Action” groups were becoming active in the life and mission of the Church.  Groups in the United Sates like the Christian Family Movement, the Legion of Decency, and the National Councils of Catholic Men and Women and Catholic Action groups in Europe were formed by laypeople intent on carrying forward the “apostolate” or “mission” of the church.  The document “the Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity” was created to affirm the importance of the activity of the laity throughout the history of the Church.  The decree stated quote.  One of the documents of Vatican II, the Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, states the Apostolate (the authority of the Apostles) does not belong only to the hierarchy, but to all the baptized.  When Cardinal Fernando Cento, a member of the documents preparatory commission, presented the document to the assembly, he called this insight the heart of the text.  He said the deepest desire of the drafting commission was to help all the baptized see that no one can be a genuine Christian without also being an apostle.      Next page…This was one of the few documents where the bishops actually sought the advice of laypeople.               It was determined since the laity live “in the world” this is where they do God’s work.  And by taking their Christian faith into the marketplace, into their homes and families, into their work and politics the laity serve to illuminate the world with the light of Christ.  Their secularity is not a liability but a great opportunity.  



The Process of Evangelization 
Evangelization… 
— is urged by charity, impregnating and transforming the whole 

temporal order, appropriating and renewing all cultures; 

— bears witness amongst peoples of the new way of being and 
which characterizes Christians; 

— proclaims explicitly the Gospel, through “first proclamation” 
calling to conversion; 

— initiates into the faith and the Christian life, by means of 
“catechesis” and the “sacraments of Christian Initiation.” those 
who convert to Jesus Christ or those who take up again the 
path of following him, incorporating both into the Christian 
community; 

— constantly nourishes the gift of  communion amongst the 
faithful by means of continuous education in the faith 
(homilies and other forms of catechesis), the sacraments and 
the practice of charity; 

— continuously arouses mission, sending all the disciples of Christ 
to proclaim the Gospel, by word and deed throughout the 
whole world.   

— General Directory for Catechesis 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activity was promoted by missionaries and clergy from the Third World who wanted to generate support for their work of spreading the gospel.   Some bishops at the Council also saw this an opportunity to rethink the church’s whole approach to evangelization.  This decree was a kind of compromise where it affirms the work of the missions by placing this work in the context of the church’s larger mission, evangelization that shapes all aspects of the church’s activity even with those who are already Christian.  This document actually outlines a process for evangelization.  The process of evangelization is structured in stages or essential moments; missionary activity directed toward nonbelievers and those who live in religious indifference, initial catechetical activity for those who choose the Gospel and for those who need to complete or modify their initiation; pastoral activity directed toward the Christian faithful of mature faith in the bosom of the Christian community.  



“Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation 
proper to  the Church, her deepest identity.  

She exists in order to evangelize, that is to say 
in order to preach and teach, to be the 

channel of the gift of grace, to reconcile 
sinners with God, and to perpetuate Christ’s 

sacrifice in the Mass, which is the memorial of 
his death and glorious Resurrection.”   

 
“We wish to confirm once more that the task 

of evangelizing all people constitutes the 
essential mission of the Church.”   

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
10 years after the close of the Second Vatican Council, Pope Paul VI wrote Evangelii Nuntiandi or Evangelization in the Modern World.  Pope Paul VI recognized the first proclamation of the Good News is directed “ad gentes” or in the world but also the need for the evangelization of the baptized who no longer practice their faith.   



Evangelii Nuntiandi:  Evangelization in 
the Modern World 
• Synod of Bishops in 1965. 

• Third Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in 1974. 

• Confusion following Vatican II. 

• Evangelii Nuntiandi in 1975. 

• The Call of all mankind to the “household” of the Church. 

• Defining Evangelization. 

• Conversion of consciences and conversion of cultures. 

• The essence of the Church’s mission.   

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
>A few months before the close of Vatican II in 1965, Pope Paul VI established the Synod of Bishops “to promote a closer union and greater cooperation between the Pope and the bishops of the whole world.”  This was also to allow for a greater use of the bishop’s assistance in providing for the good of the universal church.  >In 1974, 209 of these Synod bishops gathered to discuss evangelization in the modern world.  It soon became apparent that even though Vatican II was called to foster renewal in the Catholic Church so that a more effective evangelization could be carried out in the modern world, the opposite actually happened.  >After Vatican II there was widespread confusion about what could change and what couldn’t and it was in that confusion that missionary zeal collapsed.  Liberation Theology, with its strong focus on changing the structures of society that kept people in poverty and oppression came about during this time adding to the confusion as to whether the focus should be bringing people to Christ or human development.     >Evangelii Nuntiandi or Evangelization in the Modern World was in response to this confusion and prompted by liberation theology as well as Vatican II’s recognition that ‘seeds of truth’ were found in the various non-Christian religions, that salvation is not just about changing the structures of society but it is about eternal life. Next page…>One of the primary aims of the 2nd Vatican Council was to …..Evangelization in the Modern World saw the work of the council as “striving to proclaim the Gospel to all people”.  >Evangelization in the Modern World defines ‘evangelization’ in a broad sense so that it includes not only the first proclamation of the Gospel that leads individuals to conversion and baptism, but also the task of inaugurating the Kingdom of God in concrete historical situations.  >Pope Paul speaks of both the Bullet and make the point that verbal proclamation is incomplete without the witness of life.  He also stated that witness of life is also incomplete without the proclamation of the “name, the teaching, the life, the promises, the Kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God.  >Evangelization in the Modern World states that “Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity.  The Church exists to evangelize.  The document demands that the Church herself, both hierarchy and laity, be constantly evangelized.  Every Papal statement and document on Evangelization since has been done in the spirit of Evangelization in the Modern World.  Ultimately, Evangelization in the Modern World, challenges Catholics to become missionary disciples – a phrase that is often used by Pope Francis.  



The New Evangelization 
“No believer in Christ, no institution of the church can avoid this 

supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to all peoples.”   

“The commemoration of the half millennium of evangelization will 
gain its full energy if it is a commitment, not to re-evangelize but to 
a New Evangelization, new in its ardor, methods and expression.” 

 

Redemptoris Missio 
1.  Preaching to those who have never heard the Gospel. 
2.  Preaching to those Christian communities where the 
Church is present and who have fervor for their faith. 
3.  Preaching to those Christian communities who have ancient 
roots but who have lost a living sense of the faith, or even no 
longer consider themselves members of the Church, and live a 
life far removed from Christ and his Gospel.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pope John Paul Ii renewed the call to all of the Christian faithful to evangelize in the spirit of the Second Vatican Council and Pope Paul VI…QuoteSt. Pope John Paul II made evangelization a focus of his pontificate and emphasized every person’s need to be evangelized by the Church.  He said that evangelization occurs most effectively when the Church engages the culture of those she evangelizes.  In 1983 he addressed the Catholic bishops of Latin American in Haiti and called for a New Evangelization.  QuoteNew ardor, methods and expressions of evangelization that engage the present-day culture and modern man.  Pope John Paul wrote the encyclical Redemptoris Missio or One the Permanent Validity of the Church’s Missionary Mandate.  In this encyclical he provided three circumstances in evangelization. BulletsAlthough Pope John Paul did not develop a full theological scheme of the New Evangelization, this became the theme of the remainder of his pontificate.  



The Goals of Evangelization 

Goal I:  To bring about in all Catholics such an 
enthusiasm for their faith that, in living their faith in 
Jesus, they freely share it with others. 

Goal II:  To invite all people in the United States, 
whatever their social or cultural background, to hear the 
message of salvation in Jesus Christ so they may come 
to join us in the fullness of the Catholic faith.   

Goal III:  To foster gospel values in our society, 
promoting the dignity of the human person, the 
importance of the family, and the common good of our 
society, so that our nation may continue to be 
transformed by the saving power of Jesus Christ.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1990, the Committee on Evangelization of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops presented a plan for the development of national plan and strategy.  In 1992 the document “Go and Make Disciples was approved for publication and on the 10th anniversary the current edition was presented.  Unless we continue to be evangelized ourselves, we cannot evangelize others.  We must seek out opportunities for faith renewal; retreats, bible study, small faith sharing groups, etc. whenever we can.           Many Catholics keep their faith to themselves and are shy in sharing it with others.           But there is no reason to be shy about it.  We have Scripture, yes Catholics do read the bible, that tells us about God’s revelation to the Jewish people and the disciples testimony of the teachings and miraculous deeds of Jesus.  We have the Sacraments, especially Eucharist, given to us by Jesus as a means of holiness and growth and healing and salvation.  We have the rich deposit of faith and teachings of the Church passed down to us from the Apostles.           All this calls for an enthusiasm for all that God has given to us in our Catholic faith.      Next page…As Catholics, we should continually share the Gospel with those who have no church community or those who have given up their active participation in the Catholic Church.           It is up to us to continue to share our faith and invite others to experience the love of God just as we have.          At the same time, we are not to manipulate or pressure anyone to join our church.  Such tactics contradict the Gospel we proclaim and undermine the spirit of invitation that should characterize all true evangelization.  We are called to live the Gospel personally in the Church and our faith must also touch the values of those around us.  We are called to affirm what is good and courageously challenge what is not.           We applaud our country’s instinctual religiousness, its respect of freedom and religious liberty, openness to new immigrants and our inspiring idealism.           We are also called to bravely challenge its materialism, its sexism, racism, consumerism, individualism run wild, ethic of selfishness, neglect of the poor and weak, disregard of human life and endless pursuit after empty fads and immediate pleasure.           We can rely on the profound and consistent moral teaching of the Church that is based on the dignity of every person in addressing these issues.            This goal calls for results not only in the way we evaluate things but also in the way we carry the Good News through the practical works of justice, charity and peace.  



The New Evangelization 
into the Future 

June 28, 2010 Homily on the Solemnity of SS. Peter and Paul at 
the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls. 

“…the ‘riproporre’ or ‘re-positioning’ of the Gospel to those regions 
still awaiting a first evangelization and to those regions where the 
roots of Christianity are deep but that have experienced a serious 

crisis of faith due to secularization.”   

Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization 
• “The mission of the Church remains the same, but the cultural 

contexts that confront man and the Church have changed.” 
• “New Evangelization is not a single formula meant for all 

circumstances, first and foremost, it is a personal profound 
experience of God.” 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On June 28, 2010, Pope Benedict XVI renewed the Church’s call to the New Evangelization.  QuoteNot a “new” Evangelization but one that is “new” in methods that correspond to the time and “new” because it is necessary to proclaim the Gospel to those who have already heard it.  Later that year, Pope Benedict established the >Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization.     Bullets 2 & 3Pope Benedict noted that the Church has been challenged by “an abandonment of the faith” – especially in societies and cultures that have been fully integrated in the Gospel for centuries but because of secularism there has been a decline of the Christian identity in the world.  se it is necessary to proclaim the Gospel to those who have already heard it.  Later that year, Pope Benedict established the BulletPope that the Church as been challenged by “an abandonment of the faith” – especially in societies and cultures that have been fully integrated in the Gospel for centuries which he attributed to secularism and a decline of the Christian identity in the world.  



The Missionary Mandate of 
Jesus 
“Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every 
creature.”   Mk 16:15 

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.”    Mt 28:19 

“… Do this in memory of me.”   Lk 22:19 

“This is my commandment: love one another as I love 
you.”   Jn 15:12 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”   Acts 1:8 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We must evangelize because the Lord Jesus commanded us to do so.  Missionary Mandate:  Also known as the Commissioning of the Disciples or the Great Commission.Jesus commanded us to evangelize because salvation is offered to every person.  We evangelize because people must be brought to the salvation that Jesus the Lord offers in and through the Church.  As Catholics we believe that God loves all people and grants them the possibility of being saved but we also believe that God has established Christ as the one mediator and that the Catholic Church has been established as the universal sacrament of salvation.  



“…they accepted what he 
said and were baptized.  

That very day about three 
thousand were added to 

their number… Day by 
day the Lord added to 
their community those 
destined to be saved.”   

                  Acts 2:41, 47 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Church was born of the evangelizing activity of Jesus and the Twelve.  Having been born out of being sent, the Church in her turn is sent by Jesus.  Proclamation, witness, teaching, sacraments, love of neighbor:  all of those aspects are the means by which the Gospel is transmitted.  The essential elements of evangelization itself.  It is the whole Church that receives the mission to evangelize, and the work of each individual member in evangelization is important.  The Church is an evangelizer but she begins by being evangelized herself.  As a community of believers, the Church is evangelized by constant conversion and renewal or her members.  The Church is the depositary of the Good News that is proclaimed.  The Church sends out evangelizers who have heard the Good News through the Liturgy, Sacraments and teachings that have been passed down through the Apostles.   



“There is no true evangelization if the name, 
the teaching, the life, the promises, the 

Kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Son of God are not 

proclaimed.” 

 
Evangelization in the Modern World 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Evangelization must always be directly connected to the Lord Jesus Christ.  



Evangelization: Our 
Relationship with Jesus 

The Community of Jesus: the Church 
 

 A Call to ongoing growth and renewed 
conversion. 
 A Call to re-evangelization.   
 A Call to Reconciliation. 
 A Call to be formed into Disciples.   
 An Invitation to know the fullness of 

the Gospel.   
 A Call to conversion.   

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The way to Christ is through the community in which he lives.  Jesus is present in and among his disciples, the People of God.For those who practice and live our Catholic Faith  BulletFor those who have accepted it in name only BulletFor those who have stopped practicing their faith BulletFor Children Bullet through the family’s faith and religious education.For other Christians Bullet For those who have no faith Bullet to know Christ Jesus and thus experience a change to new life with Christ and his Church.  



How Evangelization Happens 
Witness – the simple living of the Faith. 
Sharing – spreading the Good News of Jesus in an 
explicit way.    
In the Life of the Church 
 By the way we live God’s love in our daily 

lives. 
 By the love, example, and support we give to 

each other.   
 By the way parents pass on the faith to their 

children.  
 Through the proclamation of the Word and 

the celebration of the saving deed of Jesus. 
 In renewal efforts of local and national 

scope.   
 In the care we show to those most in need. 
 In the ways we go about our work, share 

with our neighbors, and treat the stranger.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Holy Spirit is the fire of Jesus, the first gift of the risen Christ to his Disciples.  This gift has been passed down through the generations giving us the ability to receive the Gospel of Jesus and, in response, the power to proclaim it.  Without the Holy Spirit, evangelization simply cannot occur. The Spirit brings about evangelization through Witness and Sharing and primarily in the Life of the Church.  Bullets.In our daily lives, family members evangelize each other, future spouses, co-workers, friends and acquaintances simply by the lives of faith that we lead.  



Sharing the Gospel with Others 
• Those who have given up the practice of their Catholic faith.   
Welcome, welcome, welcome 
Express our sincere regret for any misunderstandings or 

mistreatment. 
Talk with them, share with them, accept them as brothers and 

sisters in Christ.   

 Those who do not belong to a faith community.   
Most difficult evangelization task.   
Examples of Faith 
RCIA 

 Those who belong to other Christian traditions. 
The Ecumenical movement.   
Sharing the fullness of revealed truth in the Catholic Church. 

 Those from non-Christian religions. 
 Interreligious dialogue. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
>We all have family members and friends who have left the Church for one reason or another.  Although many of them still consider themselves to be Catholic, they no longer attend Mass or receive the sacraments.  Some were never properly formed in the faith during their childhood.  Their parents didn’t see the necessity for religious education outside of the reception of the sacraments.  How many times have we had a classroom full of students preparing for 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion only to have many of them disappear until Confirmation.  Some have simply drifted away because of one issue or another.  They may feel alienated because of how they perceive certain Church teachings and some because they were mistreated or not made to feel welcome by representative of the church.  BulletsThose who have never been a member of any church or attended only occasionally as a child (special holidays, etc.).  >This can be one of the most difficult evangelization tasks.  >But through our example in the workplace or within our other secular activities, we can instill a spark of faith in others.    Next page…>Anyone who has been involved in the RCIA process has witnessed the joy and experienced the spiritual growth that takes place with those who receive the sacraments of initiation at Easter. When we see someone have that “aha” moment and the thrill of experiencing the joy of the Gospel for the first time, it is the sweetest gift we can receive from the Holy Spirit.  Bullet:  >The Holy Spirit, through the ecumenical movement, calls churches into ever-deepening communion through dialogue and cooperation.  The celebration between Pope Francis and the Catholic Church and the Lutheran Church during the 500 year anniversary of the Reformation.  >While we recognize that the life of other Christian communions can truly bring about a life of grace, we cannot ignore all that still divides us.Our desire for unity compels us to share with them the fullness of revealed truth that God has entrusted to the Catholic Church.  It also enables us to learn the expressions of the truths of faith that other churches share with the Catholic Church.  Bullet:  People of non-Christian religions also have the right to hear the Gospel just as missionaries have shared it over the centuries.  Non-Christian religions such as Buddhist, Baha’I, Hindu, Judaism and Unitarians.  God’s plan of salvation includes Muslims who profess the faith of Abraham and, together with us, adore the one, merciful God.  We cannot turn our backs on this commission to reach out to those of the Muslim faith because of those who have chosen to turn it into a religion of hate.  > Interreligious dialogue presents an opportunity to learn about other religious traditions and to explain our own.  To have the opportunity to learn more about our Jewish roots in Catholicism.This dialogue, however, must not be in the form of proselytizing or converting but must be approached with utmost respect and sensitivity.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another reason to evangelize is our natural desire to share the love of Christ that we have experienced  with every person, whatever their situation, language, physical, mental or social condition.  The gifts God has given us are not just gifts for ourselves but have to be shared with others.  



Evangelization and Conversion 
Conversion is the change of our lives that comes about 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.   
 Sudden, shattering insight leading to rapid 

transformation. 
 Gradual growth over many years. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults process. 
 Through ordinary relationships of family and friends. 
 Through formation programs in Catholic Schools and 

Religious Education Programs.   
 In Renewals, Ecumenical Encounters, Retreats, Parish 

Missions or other great Spiritual Movements of the 
Church.  

 “The purpose of the [new] evangelization is to bring about 
faith and conversion to Christ.  Faith involves a profound 
change of  mind and heart, a change of life, a ‘metanoia.’” 
National Directory for Catechesis 17.A 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bullet:  All who accept the Gospel undergo change as we continually put on the mind and heart of Christ by rejecting sin and becoming faithful disciples.Conversion experiences include   Other bulletsUnless we undergo conversion, we have not truly accepted the Gospel.  In order to Evangelize, we must be converted and we must continue to be converted.  We must allow the Holy Spirit to change our lives by being open to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit.  If our faith is alive, it will be aroused again and again as we mature as disciples.  Quote



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The New Evangelization does not seek to invite people to experience only one moment of conversion but rather to experience the gradual and lifelong process of conversion: picture to draw all people into deeper relationship with God, picture to participate in the sacramental life of the Church, picture to develop a mature conscience, picture to sustain one’s faith through ongoing catechesis, picture and to integrate one’s faith into all aspects of one’s life.  



Conversion as Individuals and 
Society 

If faith is not transforming each heart and life, it is dead.   

The fruits of Evangelization 
 Changed lives and a changed world. 
 Holiness and Justice. 
 Spirituality and Peace. 

Acceptance of the Gospel 
 The way we serve others especially the poorest, the most 

marginalized, the most hurting, the most defenseless, and 
the least loved.   

The Power of the Gospel 
 A different vision of what life is about. 
 All new things are possible.   
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acceptance Bullet:  The validity of our having accepted the Gospel comes in what we feel and what we know, in how we become changed as individuals in Christ.  It also comes…An evangelization that stays  inside ourselves in not an evangelization into the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Power:  Evangelization happens when the word of Jesus speaks to people’s hearts and minds.  The gospel message gives us a different vision of what life is about.  We see a pattern of love, hope, and meaning because of our intimate relationship with God in which we were created.Our life which can be lost in sin, is restored by Jesus’ death and resurrection.              Next page…We no longer see a world ruled by chance but a universe created to share God’s life.  We no longer view life’s purpose as the gathering of power or riches, but as the gracious invitation to live for God and others in love.  We do not calculate what we think is possible, but rather, know the Spirit of God always makes new things possible, even the renewal of humanity.  We do not merely look for many years of a contented life but for eternal happiness with God in heaven.  This vision we share is the power of the Good News.  



Evangelization has an… 
Inward Direction Outward Direction 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inward DirectionThat calls for our continued receiving of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, our ongoing conversion both individually and as a Church.  The Gospel nurtures us, makes us grow, and renews us in holiness as God’s people.  Outward DirectionWe take our ongoing conversion and our call to holiness out to the world.  Outwardly evangelization addresses those who have not heard the Gospel or who, having heard it, have stopped practicing their faith, and those who seek the fullness of faith.  The Outward Direction in evangelization call us to work for full communion among all who confess Jesus but do not yet realize the unity for which Christ prayed.  



Culture of Witness 

“Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, 
and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.” 

…It is therefore primarily by her conduct and by her life that the 
Church will evangelize the world, in other words, by her living 

witness of fidelity to the Lord Jesus – the witness of poverty and 
detachment, of freedom in the face of the powers of this world, in 

short, the witness of sanctity.”   

Evangelization in the Modern World #41 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The process of conversion and evangelization that accomplishes these objectives must include the witness of the Church through her members in the everyday living out of the Gospel.  quoteThe everyday moments in our lives, ones lived with Christian charity, faith and hope can provide witness to family, friends, neighbors, colleagues and others around us.  The witness of Christians, whose lives are filled with the hope of Christ, opens the hearts and minds of those around them to Christ.  



Methodologies for a Culture of Witness 

• Discipleship 

• A commitment to the Christian Life 

• Parish Life 

• The liturgical life of the Church: popular devotions and piety 

• The Christian family 

• Catechists and teachers of the faith 

• Human experience 
     National Directory for Catechesis 
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Presentation Notes
How do we create a Culture of Witness in light of today’s cultural contexts and situations?  The National Directory for Catechesis has provided some catechetical methodologies that foster and sustain an evangelizing culture of witness. The Holy Spirit works within the Christian community to form the person as a disciple of Christ.  This is done through apprenticeship.  The parish must provide formed disciples who can accompany those returning to the Church or seeking faith for the first time.  Apprenticeship through our RCIA processes and other faith formation opportunities.  Apprenticeship with those who have already been evangelized is an essential element in witnessing to the Gospel message.  The commitment to living the Christian life provides an essential element of the culture of witness.  To those seeking answers to the increasing secularization, individualism, and materialism of society, a Christian life provides a powerful witness to the Gospel.  The public profess of one’s faith through active participation in prayer, the sacraments, Sunday Mass, works of charity and justice and the promotion of solidarity, justice, peace and stewardship contributes to the sanctification of the World.     Next page…Because the parish is typically the first contact for returning Catholics or those seeking initiation into the Church, it is the responsibility of both the ordained and laity to ensure the doors of welcome are always open.  Year Round RCIA Evangelization must be rooted in the parish.  It is in the parish that one engages with the Church, learns how to become a disciple, is nurtured by scripture and the sacraments and ultimately becomes an evangelizer for others.  It is the responsibility of the parish community and its leadership to ensure that the faith it teaches, preaches, and celebrates is alive and a true sign for all who come in contact with it through the Body of Christ.  By participating in Mass, learning common prayers and practicing devotions, a person appropriates the teachings of the faith.  These all form the basis of “Catholic Culture”, allow the community to pray together and contribute to ongoing faith development.  A culture of witness is sustained within the Church through marriage and the family.  It is within the Sacrament of Marriage that the husband and wife evangelize, become evangelized and share their witness of faith to their children and society.  The family as the “domestic Church” is often the first place where one experiences and is formed in the faith.  The New Evangelization depends on the domestic church and the example of mothers, fathers, grandparents, siblings and extended family members.  Catechists, together with their pastors, are entrusted with the duties of teaching the faith, overseeing sacramental preparation, supporting the formation of consciences, and developing a love of prayer in those they catechize.  Discipleship is rooted in human experience where one enters into a dialogue with modern culture.  It is through common human experiences that the Word of God is revealed to us in concrete actions of the Holy Spirit.  These concrete actions can take place in retreats, service for the poor and vulnerable, parish prayer groups and Bible Study programs, and involvement in ecclesial movements.  It is through the prompting of the Holy Spirit that we understand the Good News of the Gospel.  



 Primary Proclamation and Catechesis.  
 Pre-Catechesis or Pre-Catechumenate. 

  An essential “Moment” in Evangelization. 
 Fundamental element of Christian initiation. 
 Characteristics of Catechesis in the process of evangelization. 
 Comprehensive and systematic formation in the faith. 
 More than just instruction. 
 Basic and essential formation. 
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Promotes and matures the initial conversion, educates the convert in the faith and incorporates them into the Christian Community.           >This is also called pre-catechesis or pre-catechumenate where we start with some form of conversion.         The Church places catechesis firmly within the Church’s mission and notes that evangelization is a rich, complex and dynamic reality which comprises essential but different “moments”.           The “moment” of catechesis is that which corresponds to the period in which conversion to Jesus Christ is formalized; a period of formation or an apprenticeship in the whole Christian life.             Catechesis is the foundation for building of the faith.  Catechesis is closely connected with the sacraments of initiation especially baptism, the sacrament of faith.            Through Catechesis the church transmits to catechumens and those to be catechized her living experience of the gospel, her faith and that they may appropriate and profess it.  Next page…a.  The Synod of 1977 underscored the need for a comprehensive and structured catechesis since catechesis is principally distinguished from other forms of presenting the Word of God by its comprehensive and vital deepening of the mystery of Christ.          b.  It is an apprenticeship of the entire Christian life, a “complete Christian initiation”, one that promotes an authentic discipleship.            A transformation of the disciple of Christ to assume their baptismal responsibilities and to profess their faith from their heart.           c.  One that is centered on what constitutes the nucleus of Christian experience, the most fundamental certainties of the faith and the most essential evangelical values.               One that lays the foundation of the spiritual structure of the Christian, nurtures the roots of his faith life and enables him to receive solid nourishment in the ordinary life of the Christian community.  Initiatory or evangelization catechesis is formation for the Christian life that surpasses mere instruction.  Looks to what is common for the Christian and incorporates into the community of faith.  



Conclusion 

• Through our Baptism: witnesses 
and disciples. 

• Called to ongoing Conversion. 

• Evangelized to become 
evangelizers. 

• Evangelization is a serious 
commitment.   

• “Re-propose” the Gospel to our 
missing brothers and sisters.   
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We become witnesses to the Gospel and disciples of Christ.As disciples and witnesses, we are called to ongoing conversion.To become evangelizers, we must first be evangelized.If we truly believe in the Gospel, than as a Church we must take seriously Christ’s commandment to “Go there, and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  The New Evangelization challenges us to “re-propose” the Gospel to our missing brothers and sisters – those members of the Body of Christ who have drifted away from the Table of the Lord.  We bring the Good News to all people and nations, including those who have never heard of Christ, those who no longer actively practice their faith, and all those who are fervent in their faith.  



Resources 



Diocese of Boise 
Office of Religious Education and  

Catechetical Leadership 

Jackie Hopper 
208-350-7541 

jhopper@rcdb.org 
www.catholicidaho.org 

mailto:jhopper@rcdb.org


Reflection Questions 
• What was your first experience of “Evangelization” or being evangelized? 

• Are you comfortable with evangelizing others or are you still “looking up at the sky” looking for 
inspiration to share the Good News? 

• How do you relate to the statement that “Evangelization is the essential mission of the 
Church?” 

• How does your parish provide opportunities for evangelization of the parishioners? 

• Have you ever experienced an “abandonment of your faith”?  If so, what brought you back? 

• What have the conversion experiences been like in your life?  Were they sudden, life-changing 
events or gradual through the RCIA or other faith formation opportunities? 

• How do you continue the process of ongoing conversion in your life?   

• How have you taken this ongoing conversion in an outward direction for evangelization to your 
family, your community and your world?   

• How could our faith formation programs for adolescents and young adults be improved to 
enable them to share their faith with others as they enter college or the workforce?   

 

 

 



Closing Prayer 
We pray through the Holy Spirit to bring renewal to our Church and new life to all who 
search for God.   

We pray that all of us will be set ablaze with a desire to live their faith fully and share it freely 
with others.   

We ask Mary to help us share in her courage and faithfulness as we share the Good News of 
Jesus to everything throughout the world. 

We pray that, like the disciples walking that Easter morning to Emmaus, all Catholics may 
feel their hearts burning through the presence of Jesus and help all believers feel that 
presence of Jesus anew and non-believers to discover his gracious presence.   

We pray that the fire of Jesus enkindled in us by God’s Spirit may lead more and more people 
in our land to become disciples, formed in the image of Christ our Savior.   

Amen.   
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